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26. Story of the Twenty-sixth Statuette
Vikrama and the cow that grants every wish (" Wish-cow ")
southeen recension or £6
When the king once more was ascending the throne, another statue
said: " O king, only he is worthy to ascend this throne who has the
magnanimity and other virtues of Vikrama." The king said: "O
statue, tell me a tale of his magnanimity." She said: " O king,
listen.
There is no king like Vikramaditya in the virtues of courage, mag-
nanimity, compassion, discrimination, firmness, and the like. More-
over, his words never proved false; what was in his heart, just that he
said, and whatever followed from his words, even that he did. There-
fore he was a righteous man. And it is said:
 1.	In righteous men there is uniformity of thought, word, and
deed.   As their thought is, so is their word, and as their word is,
so is their deed.
 2.	This is the inborn nature of righteous men, to be kind, to speak
pleasantly, and to show boundless affection;   did anyone make
the moon cool ?
Once Indra sat upon his throne in the city of the gods. In his assembly
there were seated the crowd of the eighty-eight thousand seers, and
the thirty-three crores of deities were seated there; also the eight
World-protectors [leading gods], and the throngs of the forty-nine
Maruts, and the twelve Adityas, and the moon, and Narada [compare
page 19, line 9] and Tumburu; also the apsarases and divine nymphs
were seated there, Urvagi and Rambha and Menaka and Tilottama
and Migrates! and Ghrtaci and Manjughosa and Priyadargana and
the rest. And all the band of the gandharvas were seated there.
At this time Narada said: " In the whole world there is no king so
glorious, benevolent, and heroic as Vikrama/' Hearing his words all
the assembly of the gods were much amazed. But the Cow of Wishes
said: " What reason for doubt is there here ? This is no cause for
amazement. And it is said:
 3.	No one need be astonisht at generosity, asceticism, heroism,
learning, moral discipline, and prudent behavior;   the earth is
full of gems.	And so:
 4.	There are great differences to be found in different horses,
elephants, and metals, woods, stones, and garments, men, women,
and waters/*

